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Introduction

The Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9 – 1) in English Language is a linear course. It
consists of two externally examined components and one endorsement for Spoken
Language.

Paper 1 is worth 40% of the total GCSE and consists of two sections, lasting for one hour and
forty-five minutes in total.

Candidates are recommended to spend one hour on Section A which tests reading with
questions on an unseen 19th-century fiction extract of approximately 650 words. In the June
2024 series, this was an extract from The Old Nurse's Story by Elizabeth Gaskell, published in
1852.

There are four questions on the text which are stepped in difficulty with the following mark
breakdown:

Question 1 = 1 mark

Question 2 = 2 marks

Question 3 = 6 marks

Question 4 = 15 marks.

Questions 1 and 2 test AO1: Identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and
ideas. Question 3 tests AO2: Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language
and structure to achieve effects and influence readers, using relevant subject terminology to
support their views. Question 4 tests AO4: Evaluate texts critically and support this with
appropriate textual references.

Section B tests imaginative writing and candidates are recommended to spend 45 minutes
on this section which is worth a total of 40 marks, giving the paper a total of 64 marks.

In this section, there is a choice from two writing tasks, linked by a theme to the reading
extract. One of the writing tasks additionally provides two images that students can use to
help them generate ideas for their writing. Students can write a response that draws on just
one or neither of the images.

This is an untiered specification and the choice of texts and questions set are such that all
candidates are able to access the paper and to show their abilities in reading and writing. In
June of 2024 candidates found the paper to be engaging and interesting and they responded
well to it.
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Question 1

Question 1 is intended to be a gentle introduction to the paper and is always a low-tariff,
single mark question which tests candidates’ ability to identify and interpret explicit and
implicit information and ideas. This question was successfully done by the majority of
candidates in the June 2024 paper.

The question asked candidates to 'identify a word which shows that Hester is looking for
Rosamond at night.' There were two permissible answers which were 'shadow' or 'moonlight'
and both of these responses can be seen in the examples below.

Some gave a single word answer whilst others gave a phrase containing the correct wording;
all of these answers were awarded the single mark that was available. Where candidates
were unsuccessful, they chose a section of text from outside the given line references or they
chose a section of text which did not answer the question. It may have been the case that
some candidates did not read the whole of the question and stopped at the end of the first
line, mistakenly thinking that the question asked them to identify a word that simply showed
that Hester was looking for Rosamond. This would explain incorrect answers such as, 'little
footmarks' or 'ran'.

4GCSE English Language 1EN0 01



This candidate makes a correct selection and is awarded the single
mark available.

Candidates should ensure that they are clear on the focus of the
question and that they make a selection from the text within the given
lines for the question, including only the correct word or phrase from
the passage.

Note that this answer only includes a single word to be awarded the
available mark.
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This answer identifies the other correct response, 'shadow' as part of a
longer phrase.

Make sure that you make a selection of text from the lines given. This
answer does that successfully.
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This answer represents a misreading of the question that does not
focus upon the fact that the opening action of the passage takes place
at night. As such this answer does not achieve the single mark
available.

Section A of this paper is a test of reading and so it is vital that you
read the whole of the question carefully so that you know what sort of
word or phrase you are being asked to identify and select.

Make sure that you take the time to do this carefully.

7 GCSE English Language 1EN0 01



This answer does not focus upon lines 1-3, as the question directs and
so it cannot reach a correct answer.

It takes its text from the italicised introduction to the reading extract,
which is there to help orientate candidates about the text, but does
not constitute part of the Reading Text Insert. In addition, the question
focused upon the time of day and the answer given here makes no
reference to the events taking place at night.

Make sure that all of your answers for Question 1 come from the text
itself and not from the italicized introduction.
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This answer does more than is necessary and identifies both of the
accepted answers. This is quite acceptable, but it is not the best use of
the candidate's time.

Look at the question carefully. This question asks you to 'identify a
word', therefore you know that your answer should only contain a
single word.

If you write out a whole phrase it is not wrong, but it is not the most
effective use of your time.
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Question 2

Question 2 is worth two marks and, like Question 1, tests candidates’ ability to identify and
interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas.

This question develops from Question 1 by asking candidates to focus upon a longer section
of text and by allowing candidates to express answers in their own words as well as using
quotations from the text. The question asked candidates to ‘give two ways in which the writer
shows what the weather was like.’ The question paper now reprints the relevant lines from
the reading text to support candidates and to prevent them selecting text from outside the
given lines. In addition, the layout, with its use of separate lines numbered 1 and 2 is
intended to structure the answer for candidates and to ensure that they include two ways, in
order to gain the two marks that are available.

This question was answered successfully by the vast majority of candidates, with most
candidates achieving full marks. The mark scheme details nine correct responses. Where
candidates were unsuccessful, they often failed to provide two parts to their answer or
occasionally referred to text from outside the line references given.
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This answer does more than it needs to achieve the two marks
available. In addition, this answer makes use of the two lines to
separate the two elements of the answer.

Unlike Question 1, this question explicitly states that you can 'use your
own words or quotations from the text'. This answer uses quotations
for both parts, but sometimes you may find it easier to sum things up
in your own words and that is OK for Question 2.
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This answer identifies more than two ways the writer shows what the
weather is like and so is awarded both of the available marks.

This candidate has put all of their answer in the lines for number 1.
This is not advised but neither is it penalised in any way.

The separate lines which are numbered 1 and 2 are there to help
candidates and to try and ensure that the answer finds two distinct
'ways'.

You should use the layout to help you structure your answer.
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This answer contains at least six separate elements, all of which can be
found in the mark scheme and would be given a mark. This is a very
thorough answer.

Try to use your time wisely.

Don't give much more than is needed to secure the two available
marks as this will use up some of your valuable time in the
examination.
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This is a brief but well-focused answer that manages to secure both of
the available marks in just a few words: 'bitter', 'cold' and 'frost-
begotten' all feature in the mark scheme and attract marks.

Check your answer carefully when you have written it and make sure
that it is focused on the key words from the question.
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Question 3

Question 3 is worth six marks and tests candidates’ ability to explain, comment on and
analyse how writers use language and structure to achieve effects and influence readers,
using relevant subject terminology to support their views.

The most notable feature of this question is that it requires candidates to comment upon
both language and structure. The mark scheme is split into three levels of two marks each
with the instruction that, ‘responses that are unbalanced cannot access Level 2 or above.’ In
order to access the marks in Levels 2 and 3, it is not necessary for the language and structure
comments to be equally weighted, only that the answer must contain reference to both
features. This is a very important consideration and one that centres should make candidates
fully aware of.

In addition, candidates should use the mark tariff as a guide about how much to write in
response to this question and it is quite possible to attain all six marks in the space provided
in the answer booklet. There is an example of a response that achieves a top Level 3 mark
below. Candidates should take care not to spend too long responding to Question 3 at the
expense of later questions on the paper.

The question asked candidates to explain how the writer uses language and structure to
show Hester's love for Rosamond in the given lines. Stronger answers were those that
offered an analysis of both features and which were focused upon how the writer used these
to present the strong bond that exists between the two named characters. The use of the list
of affectionate names, its hyphens and its repeated use of the possessive ‘my’ were popular
points made in many responses and many candidates were able to find several relevant
things to say about this particular sentence, building the quality of their response towards
Level 3 and analysis. Stronger answers were those that were able to offer insights into the
structure of the passage, such as recognising that the extract begins at the height of emotion
and tension as the reader believes Rosamond to be dead, followed by relief at her recovery
and subsequent care. Only in the final sentence does it become clear that things are not
quite as they appear to be, creating intrigue. Similarly, stronger answers were able to
recognise the use of sentence variety as one of the means the writer uses to show Hester's
love for Rosamond.

Weaker responses had not always read the italicised introduction carefully where it clearly
explains that 'Hester is Rosamond's old nursemaid'. Some candidates were confused about
their relationship, with some even thinking that Hester's loving nickname 'lammie' was literal,
and that Rosamond was a lamb. Weaker responses sometimes wrote about only language or
structure or only offered comments upon isolated features and did not clearly explain the
effects that the writer had sought to achieve and were not able to examine in detail those
features and so reach the marks in Levels 2 and 3. There is an example of just such a
response below.
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This is a strong response right from the start with the candidate
combining substantiated points about the use of nicknames, hyphens
and the possessive pronoun ‘my’. This succinct approach is a strong
feature in this analytical response. It should be noted that the
misidentification of Hester as male is a common one and does not
factor into the marking in any way.

The points made are convincing and show a deep understanding of the
relationship between Hester and Rosamond. For example, the writer’s
use of dialogue to express urgency is examined and developed
through a consideration of an imperative verb, the writer’s use of tone
and of an exclamation mark.

This candidate provides an impressive analysis of the techniques used
and there is a strong focus on the impact on the reader. The response
is discriminating in its selection of textual references and achieves full
marks.

Try to focus upon the quality of your answer rather than its length.
Notice that this answer achieves full marks without using all of the
available lines in the answer booklet because it is succinct in its
analysis.
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The response begins with identifying the use of a list. This is
substantiated with a quotation and an explanation given beginning
with the words, ‘this shows’. Further points follow adopting this same
format and the response offers brief explanations of alliteration,
adjectives, a metaphor and repetition.

It is this quality of explanation that means the response meets all of
the criteria for Level 2; the references for each point are relevant and
appropriate. It does not access Level 3 marks as it is not able to move
on from explanation to analysis.

Try to move on from simple explanation to analysis which is a more
detailed examination of the writer's use of language and structure to
understand its nature and the impact upon the reader.
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This answer begins with considering the use of the word ‘joy’. There is
a comment about the effect on the reader but it is non-specific: ‘might
be intense’. The point about the cold weather is relatively weak, but
this is followed by a more successful point about the use of the
nickname ‘lammie’ (‘shows that the nurse was caring for her’).

All the bullet points in Level 1 are covered here. Unfortunately, there
are no references to structure and therefore this response is restricted
to marks in Level 1.
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When you have finished, check your answer carefully. Your answer
must make reference to how the writer uses both language and
structure. If you do not include both of these elements in your answer
then it cannot get out of Level 1, meaning that a mark of 2 is the
highest it can achieve.
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Question 4

Question 4 is the highest mark tariff question in Section A and candidates would be wise to
ensure that they allocate sufficient time to this question. In terms of marks, it is worth more
than the first three questions added together.

This question tests candidates’ ability to evaluate texts critically and support their evaluations
with appropriate textual references. The focus of evaluation is upon how well something has
been achieved, not merely upon how it has been achieved; it is an assessment of the relative
success of the writer rather than simply an explanation of the techniques that have been
used. It is true that in order to offer a meaningful evaluation one must be able to show a
well-informed understanding of the text and be able to support this with close reference to
the text.

The focus of this question was upon how successfully the writer had attempted to create
strong feelings in the reader. This was a relatively familiar focus for candidates and there
were many strong and confident responses to this question. Once again, candidates must
focus closely upon the wording of the question if they are to be successful. Better answers
offered wide-ranging evaluations that were closely focused upon the Assessment Objective
and which used apt text selection to support the points being made. They were able to
recognise that the writer does create strong feelings of relief at Rosamond's rescue and a
recognition of the deep bonds of love that bind the two named characters. They were also
able to recognise how their initial feelings of relief were undercut at the end by a suggestion
of intrigue and mystery, creating a different set of strong feelings. Stronger candidates did
not simply base their responses around broad quotations which were often repetitions from
references used in Question 3, but delved deeply into the text and analysed how the writer
specifically built up strong feelings of intrigue and mystery over the development of the
extract looking at the language that Hester uses and juxtaposing the warmth and comfort of
Rosamond's rescue with the real peril she was in.

It is clear that many students have been taught evaluative vocabulary to use in response to
this question, however it is only the strongest answers that are able to apply that vocabulary
in a way that shows evaluation and produces writing that is genuinely critical and detached.

Weaker answers were more limited in what they recognised and commented upon and often
failed to recognise the creation of pathos as the reader realises that the child has not
perished. Weaker answers were often brief and lacking in understanding of the relationship
between Hester and Rosamond and were lacking in development.
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This response begins with an insightful evaluation of the setting and
atmosphere in relation to strong feelings, which the candidate states
‘connotes a sense of vulnerability and threat’ and ‘fear’. They
insightfully state that the weather, which is ‘bitter cold', implies that
‘nature is an obstacle’ to be overcome. There is analysis later on the
first page where the feelings of ‘agitation’ and ‘concern’ are identified
and developed. This swiftly moves to evaluation when the
interpretation of the holly is explored and the response convincingly
suggests why this is successful. This is a strong and focused opening to
the answer demonstrating evaluative skills from the very start.

The impact on the reader is evaluated throughout and there is a focus
upon tone, which is often a feature recognised and included within
stronger answers, and this is well exemplified. The candidate is able to
identify a wide range of feelings, including contradictory feelings, and
is able to evaluate how successfully they have been presented.

The focus on the question is relentlessly maintained throughout and
the writer’s use of a range of linguistic devices are well focused on
developing the AO4 marks and to evaluate the success of the writer in
creating strong feelings in the reader. There is a strong sense of the
writer making deliberate choices when constructing the text of their
answer.

This is a sustained, perceptive and detached critical overview with
strong judgements and a focused use of quotations. It goes above and
beyond the demands of Level 5 and is awarded full marks.
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Look at how this answer has an early evaluative comment about
vulnerability and threat that sees the text as a construct in which the
writer has 'placed' the characters in a setting that will create strong
feelings in the reader. This approach is characteristic of a Level 5
answer if it is successfully sustained throughout the response.

You should try to read answers such as this one that have been
successful on AO4 so that you recognise the features of a high-scoring
answer and are better able to replicate this approach in your own
writing.
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This is a relatively short and very straightforward response. In the first
paragraph there are some feelings identified in the final sentence,
‘affection and care’, but the candidate does not then move on to offer
an explanation of this demonstration of strong feelings. Had they done
so, this answer would have been demonstrating features of a Level 3
answer, rather than one that remains firmly in the Level 2 mark range.
The second paragraph shows an awareness that Hester ‘felt worry’ for
Rosamond but again, this is only followed by comment, not
explanation.

There is some identification of the use of pet names towards the end
of the response. However, the answer remains focused upon the
development of strong feelings between Hester and Rosamond and
does not consider how the reader is being influenced by the writer.

Engagement with the extract is clear and some feelings are identified,
which keeps this response away from Level 1. The candidate does also
find relevant quotations.

In conclusion, this answer does not come close to Level 3’s key
criterion which is to ‘Explain’ and, as a result, it sits comfortably in the
middle of Level 2.

Look again at this answer and see if you can recognise how to move it
from simply commenting to explaining.

If you can do that, it will help you understand how to climb the ladder
of marks in the mark scheme.
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This candidate takes a chronological approach to the task. They begin
with the feeling of tension, which is a valid point that they exemplify
with the textual reference of ‘I ran out’, followed by noting the impact
on the reader. The build-up of feelings of tension is further explained
and it is this focus upon explanation rather than moving to analysis
that suggests that this answer is in Level 3. The candidate does make
use of some evaluative vocabulary, but this is not an evaluative
response and these terms are simply used to offer further explanation,
in this case, of how the writer creates sympathy.

On the second page there is a focus on mystery, making the range of
strong feelings covered in the response quite narrow. There is some
discussion of this making the reader feel uneasy. Each of the points is
explained and this leads to a mark at the top of Level 3. This answer
meets all of the Level 3 criteria, but never moves to exploration or
analysis, which are required for the two highest levels.

There is some informed judgement about the text but it is not well-
informed and critical, which is what would have been required to move
into the next level.

Read this answer again and see if you can recognise how it uses a
chronological approach, treating the extract in the order that things
happen.

Now compare this with the first answer in this report that was awarded
a mark of 15. Notice how this adopts a SITE approach, looking at
setting, ideas, themes and events. Recognising this should help you to
plan how you will structure your own answer.
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Question 5

The specification entitles this section, ‘Imaginative Writing’, and it is important that all
candidates understand what they are being asked to do in this section.

There is no set text type for Section B; candidates are expected to produce a clear and
coherent text and to write for impact. Each question tells candidates that their work will be
marked for the accurate and appropriate use of vocabulary, spelling, punctuation and
grammar. The question is marked against two assessment objectives and does not include a
separate mark for SPAG.

The two assessment objectives are: AO5 which assesses how well candidates can
communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, selecting and adapting tone, style and
register for different forms, purposes and audiences; and in addition, how well they organise
information and ideas, using structural and grammatical features to support coherence and
cohesion. That is Assessment Objective 5 and it is worth 24 of the 40 marks available.

AO6 accounts for the remaining 16 marks and assesses how well candidates use a range of
vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate spelling and
punctuation.

Candidates must choose one of the two questions available to them and are recommended
to spend 45 minutes on this section. The paper now includes a section for candidates to plan
their answers and they are recommended to do so. The quality of plans and the level of
thinking they demonstrated varied considerably. Candidates should be encouraged to move
away from simply listing language features or acronyms and should briefly focus more on:
what they will write about, how they will structure it, what impression and effects they will
create, and how they will create them. Candidates must consider what effects they are trying
to create through their choice of vocabulary, not simply the use of unusual or “ambitious”
words ‘for the sake of it.’ The same could also be said of punctuation; some candidates
clearly tried hard to incorporate all possible punctuation marks, often with little
consideration of how appropriate or effective this was.

One of the questions will always make reference to a pair of printed images and, in June
2024, this was Question 5. There is a deliberate and thematic link to the text that has been
read for Section A and this is intended to encourage and support candidates in their writing.
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In June 2024 Question 5 was marginally the more popular of the two writing questions with
its focus upon ‘a time when you, or someone you know, made a discovery’. Most candidates
were able to complete a piece of writing in the available time. The question was interpreted
widely from the fairytale discovery of buried treasure to the discovery of aliens and
monsters. The mark scheme makes specific reference to structural and grammatical features
to support coherence and cohesion, therefore incomplete texts will not be able to access the
full range of marks that is available for this question. It was pleasing to hear from examiners
that there were fewer instances of the abrupt ending, 'I woke and it was all a dream', which is
often an indication of weak textual cohesion or a mistiming of the task.

Question 6 asked candidates to write about 'a time in your life when someone helped you’.
This question elicited many heartfelt responses, detailing practical and emotional support
that they had been given. Stronger responses crafted a response that used a wide variety of
techniques, including the use of appropriate structural and grammatical features, with
accessible characters, as well as a defined narrative structure. Weaker answers were often
incomplete, lacking in accuracy and clarity of communication. One marker provided a helpful
list of things that weaker candidates should avoid. They included: cliched similes, such as, 'I
ran like a cheetah down the stairs'; having too many characters for the scale of the writing,
'Me and my friends Billy, Tommy, Eddie, Louise and George all decided to ...; and long
preambles that lack interest for the reader before the main action of the story starts. At all
times, successful writing is characterised by an unerring focus upon the reader and the
different ways in which the writer deliberately uses a range of techniques to create effects
and to engage the reader in what is being written.
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This candidate offers an interesting and unusual interpretation of the
notion of making a discovery. It has many outstanding features though
the complex use of structure is one that deserves a particular focus.
The opening sentences are engaging as the writer immediately and
very deliberately uses punctuation, sentence structures and layout for
effect and to engage the reader.

This is an answer that manipulates ‘complex ideas’ as the Level 5
criteria states. It is a sophisticated and controlled piece which uses
what appears to be a literal account of mountain climbing as a
metaphor for the narrator’s life and journey of self-discovery. At its
heart, this is an exploration of existential angst presented in a highly
engaging and challenging manner. There is an extensive range of
features here such as deliberate use of repetition, triads, sentence
structures for effect, alliteration e.g. ‘winds whip’, personification ‘the
peak of Mount Stare’ looking right back at me’. The complexity,
cohesion and highly sophisticated control of this writing is striking in
its maturity as it moves between the literal and the metaphorical.
There is deliberate and intriguing ambiguity at the end: does she
literally jump, or is this a metaphor for her ‘leap’ towards freedom?
This leaves the reader questioning what has actually happened, freeing
them to interpret the ending for themselves.

In terms of AO6, there is an extensive vocabulary used throughout
such as, 'primal instinct, animalistic desire', 'saunter' and 'cacophony'.
There is a wide variety of sentence structures which are used
deliberately and often powerfully and are crafted for effect, such as
those on the first page including repetitive sentence openers for
emphasis and the use of short sentences for drama and impact
including single word sentences for maximum impact: 'Always. Moving.
Forwards.'.

This is a very accomplished response that meets all of the criteria
necessary to be rewarded with top marks in both AOs.
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Look again at the AO5 criteria, 'manipulates complex ideas'.

Now read this answer again and see how it does more than simply
retell events and create a sense of character. It is challenging the
reader to engage with complicated ideas about the meaning and
purpose of life and how we feel when faced with pressure from our
family and those around us. This is a useful example of this AO5
criteria that can be hard for some candidates to think about.
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The candidate begins with a clear sense of audience and purpose. The
opening sentences successfully sets the scene, though there is no real
development of the character of the friends ‘Tom and phil’. They are
briefly mentioned in the final paragraph of the story, but they have no
real role and are not described at all, meaning that the reader
struggles to picture them. The answer does make use of rhetorical
devices, such as the short sentence at the top of the second page ‘the
place is definitely not safe’, and the rhetorical question at the end of
that paragraph.

The paragraph halfway down the second page is deliberately crafted to
delay the narrative and to create tension. There is a variety of sentence
starters making deliberate use of subordination for effect, such as
‘Regretting my decision…’

The candidate attempts to create tension on a number of occasions,
albeit often in a manner lacking subtlety or sophistication, such as that
at the end of the first paragraph on the third page where we see ‘It
can’t be. Can it.’ The ending of the piece is also deliberately crafted for
impact though the final sentence is hard to interpret possibly as being
bathetic or as an attempt at humour.

Overall, there is a range of rhetorical devices and an attempt to create
a variety of tone. Vocabulary is varied, although the control of spelling
and grammar isn’t always secure. However, there is a range of
sentence types that are used deliberately to have an impact upon the
reader.

This meets the criteria for Level 3 for both AOs and was awarded a 14
for AO5 and 9 for AO6.

You should carefully consider the role of characters in your writing. In a
short piece of writing it is advisable not to introduce too many
characters, as it is difficult to bring them to life and to make them
distinct.
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This is an answer that is able to express and order its information to
create a lengthy narrative, however it lacks the control of punctuation
and structure and a sufficient range of vocabulary to move it out of
Level 2.

The response begins with a conventional opening which sets the scene
– a group of friends, playing football – showing some awareness of
audience and purpose. Interestingly, none of the characters in the
story is named; instead they are referred to as ‘the boy’ and ‘the
friends’. It is a generally straightforward recount of events, but the
candidate does order events and ideas and there is some very limited
use of paragraphs, although this is not consistent. There is an attempt
to use dialogue, although this is not always purposeful or effective,
such as the dialogue on the first page. There is also an attempt to use
a rhetorical question for impact. There is occasionally a simple move
away from narrative e.g. ‘the boy was very eager’ …’the boy was
overwhelmed’ which offers some suggestion of feelings, though the
candidate has limited success in developing these. The story does not
finish with a clear conclusion, which may perhaps have been a
deliberate attempt to create a cliff-hanger ending. Tone, style and
register are largely straightforward and tenses are not always
controlled. It is these features that define a mark in Level 2.

Some range of vocabulary is used and spelt correctly e.g.
‘overwhelmed’, ‘casually’, ‘eerie’, but spelling and punctuation are
inconsistent and there is a limited variety of sentence structures. There
is an unusual and inappropriate use of brackets throughout.

It is important to recognise the balance of strengths and weaknesses in
a response such as this: it was awarded marks at the top of Level 2 as
'best fit' but lacked the control or accuracy to move into Level 3.
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You can bring your characters to life by the use of dialogue: give them
something interesting to say that helps to develop the reader's
understanding of their character or that helps to move the story on. A
good writer can use dialogue as a powerful and subtle tool of
storytelling when consideration is given to how characters speak and
interact with each other as well as what they say. Try to practise and
develop these skills in your own writing.
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Question 6

As candidates have a choice of writing response, much of what was written to introduce
Question 5 applies here. The assessment objectives are identical to Question 5 and the need
to produce writing that has impact and which is accurate, clear and coherent for the reader is
equally paramount.

Question 6 also had a thematic link to the passage with its focus upon a time in your life
when someone helped you. The standard of writing this year was often high and the topic
led to a wide range of writing; some interpreted this as literal help with writers being saved
from natural disasters and threatening situations. There were some good descriptions of
being at war in the trenches and a significant number of references to friends and parents.
Many interpreted the help as metaphorical or psychological and there was a strong focus
upon mental health in many answers.

Weaker answers were often incomplete or communicated in a basic manner, often struggling
with coherence or ordering of events in a manner that made sense to the reader. Markers
have also commented upon the tendency towards overwriting by some candidates who
crammed in complex words like 'pulchritudinous' or 'hubris' without discrimination and often
to the detriment of meaning where it clouded the flow of the narrative. There were some
very strong answers to this task and these were characterised by a sustained ability to
engage the reader through the orchestration of a range of techniques, including rhetorical
devices, structural and grammatical features and an extensive vocabulary that sees words
and phrases used with subtlety and control. There is an example of just such a response
below.
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This is a response that makes use of established features of the ‘True
Crime’, ‘Prison Break’ genre of writing. It does this well though it does
mean that the manipulation of complex ideas and the creation of
complexity in character and structure is not a particularly strong
feature of this type of writing. The opening paragraph sets the scene
and ends with a deliberate short sentence as a narrative
hook/foreshadowing: ‘Big mistake.’

This response as a whole shows a sustained control of a Raymond
Chandleresque genre, tone and register. For example, there is
deliberate use of insistent short sentences (‘No peace. No sleep.’) to set
and maintain the pace and the introduction of convincing genre-
specific details of prison life and slang (‘dingy bed’, ‘contaminated’,
‘cellie’ and ‘fish’). This creation of tone and register is secure and is a
strong feature of this piece of writing.

The second half of the response moves the focus to one of developing
characterisation (‘the guard with an irritating smug look’; ‘gazed at me
with big and bright innocent eyes’) and begins to develop the plot (‘I’m
getting you out of here.’)

There are some weaker elements to the response; paragraphs are
lengthy and dialogue is not correctly set out. However, the vocabulary
is wide and selective (‘agonising’, ‘pondered’, ‘maniacs’, ‘fathom’) and
sentences are used cohesively and deliberately across the text. There is
deliberate use of the present tense in places, realistic and believable
dialogue and the use of a rhetorical question.

The response meets all of the criteria for Level 4 but lacks the
sophistication and subtlety seen at Level 5.

Many writers borrow ideas from other familiar genres, as this one
does. If you do this you must try hard to make the narrative and the
characters your own and avoid repeating familiar plot lines or basing
your character too heavily on one that is very familiar to your reader,
such as Sherlock Holmes.
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This is a subtle and well-structured response that repays a second
reading. It opens in media res with an exciting description that mixes
alliteration with personification describing a powerful storm at sea. It is
only later when we realise that this is a deliberately misleading
depiction of the narrator’s experience of being in a boat during a
storm. The second sentence sees a highly original simile, 'our hope of
surviving was as thin as the boards holding our boat together'. This
also introduces an extended metaphor with the symbolism of the sea
being used to create a powerfully cohesive effect. The answer uses an
extensive vocabulary which can be seen from the opening sentence
(‘enveloped’; ‘grasped’; ‘jutting’) and a range of devices, such as
personification and simile already outlined – all of which add detail and
interest for the reader. The short second paragraph shows the control
of narrative and structure with its use of short sentences, simple
vocabulary and repetition for effect. The narrative then goes on to
delicately outline the growth in the sibling relationship between the
narrator and their younger sister, Lucy, describing the child’s youthful
exuberance and then juxtaposAing this with the more reflective tone of
the narrator writing later in life. Tone, style and register are all fully
employed for impact and this control is sustained throughout. The
exuberant battles with marauding pirates are depicted as strongly as
are the more reflective and introspective sections of the narrative.

Complex ideas are manipulated with the depiction of the childhood
relationship and the linking of the sea vocabulary and imagery not only
to the youthful game (‘treasure-hungry swashbucklers’) but also to the
child, Lucy (‘frothing with excitement’) and later to the narrator herself
(‘a boat lost at sea’). This creates a subtle weaving of adventure with
psychology and character development. It leads to a genuine moment
of shock and pathos in the final paragraph and a palpable sense of loss
which genuinely takes the reader by surprise. There is nothing
predictable about the ending and the sudden and subtle shift has a
strong impact upon the reader.

The vocabulary is extensive, accurate and strategically used
throughout. Punctuation and sentence structures are strong and any
errors that are there do not detract from the overall effect of this
outstanding piece of writing.

This achieves full marks in Level 5 for both AOs.

68GCSE English Language 1EN0 01



This writer clearly knew where the story was going to end before they
started writing and this is part of what makes this such a successful
piece of writing.

Before you start to write, make sure you have a clear plan about how
you will start and how you will finish, that should produce writing that
has shape and structure, as this one does.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on the paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Remember that Section A is a test of reading. You should read the passage in Section A
more than once before you start to answer the questions. On first reading you will identify
the main features of the text: what is happening, the main characters and the setting. On a
second and third reading you should start to identify the different ways in which the writer
has tried to engage you as the reader. These are what you will write about in your
answers.
Pay particular attention to the opening and closing of the text as these are important
points for any writer and they will help you to see how the writer has shaped their text to
initially gain your interest as a reader and then to leave them at a particular point.
On Question 4, try to remember that you are being asked to evaluate how successfully
something has been done, not just to comment on the language and structural devices
that the writer has used. That means that you should use evaluative language to show that
this is what you are doing. It is not enough to simply introduce evaluative language
without writing in an evaluative manner.
Remember that Question 4 is worth more than the first three questions added together
and twice as many marks as Question 3. You should bear this in mind when considering
how long you should spend on your answer, the level of detail to include and how much to
write.
Before starting your own writing, take some time to use the planning box that is now
included. Plan the basic outline of your plot so that you know where you will start and how
you will end your writing. If you have the time, you could identify key features of
characters, important vocabulary or language techniques that you will include. Spending a
few minutes to get your ideas in order will help you write in a more deliberate and focused
manner. This is a better use of the planning box than simply listing punctuation that you
will use.
Think carefully about your very first sentences. Try to write in a way that is imaginative and
engaging for your reader from the very start. Use your own reading as stimulus, including
the adoption of certain writers’ techniques.
Using your plan, think of your writing like a journey so that, as you begin to write, you will
know what your destination is and where you will end. This will help you to write in a
manner that is cohesive and coherent for your reader. Practise using different writing
structures before the examination, such as a cyclical structure or use of flashback.
Take care throughout with accuracy of all sorts: spelling, punctuation and grammar. Read
your own work at the end very carefully with an eye for detail.
Keep a close eye on the time during the examination and use the number of marks
available for each question as an indication of how long you should spend answering each
question.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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